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Advent always brings to mind the man at ZLUH

I like Advent as a season – in part because I like what we await, in part because of the excitement, in part because of the weather, and on & on. The anticipation is an exciting, enjoyable thing. However, there is a danger that comes with the anticipation. We can get caught up in the waiting and, in so doing, forget the present. My time in Texas seemed to highlight that. For example, there was a man transferred to us who had bleeding in his brain and emergently needed to have clot removed or he could die. He said not to bother, he knew the world was ending, Christ was coming, so his death had little meaning to him – he could die and know he wasn’t missing much. It was during that time that there was also the group just outside Ft Worth that took their kids out of school, locked themselves in their houses, and waited for the coming of God (which they believed to be imminent). There was also the man who stole a car to go out and spread the message of the 2nd coming. We can laugh at them, but this is the problem with anticipatory living. We get caught thinking about that for which we wait rather than what goes on around us. We can get snagged by the expectation/anticipation. This was described well by the Roman historian and thinker Seneca, who said, “Expecting is the greatest impediment to living. In anticipation of tomorrow, it loses today.”  We’ll talk about his today.

I. Danger is waiting rather than living

A. We turn to the excitement of waiting for something good instead of being an active part of our life today

Sometimes we may get caught up in waiting rather than living because we don’t like the circumstances we’re in at the moment. So people spend a dollar to buy a potential $116,000,000 ticket and fantasize about winning the lottery and try not to look at how financially difficult today is. They wait for Tuesday and anticipate.

Perhaps we want out of the situation or the responsibility. So people sometimes so dread ending a relationship they don’t end it but begin the next phase of our lives without closure so they don’t have to see someone else’s pain.

Perhaps we focus on anticipation/waiting because we’re overwhelmed by what’s going on around us and feel impotent to bring about any positive change. So some people look at all the problems and give up, preferring to simply tune out an mention of the issues because they have no idea how to help.

Whatever the reason, we run from living in the present and look forward to a better time in the future. 

And the danger for people of faith is that, for whatever reason, we anticipate so completely that we forget we are also called to LIVE TODAY in the world that God created.

II. Paul reminds us how we are to live as people of faith

A. We are to pray without ceasing

We are to be linked to God. We recognize both God’s power and love and our need for those to come alive within us.

We are aware that we cannot do everything on our own and we willing recognize our dependence on the power of God.

B. We are to rejoice always

God has given us a gift. We are asked to celebrate that gift by celebrating our lives.

In other words, we don’t just rejoice about what God will do for us but we rejoice in what God has given us for today.

God is here with you today as well as in the future. Be glad and rejoice in the presence of God with you.

C. We are to listen and learn, yet test what we hear

God offers the word to us. God offers guidance to us. Yet if we close our ears to what is said today so we can wait for tomorrow, we have lost something.

However, we also have to be willing to not blindly accept what we hear, but to test it. 

D. And that leads to Paul’s next item on living - connect yourself to what is good

Everything out in the world is not wonderful and fine – choose to align with the good and stand against the evil.

God has asked us to stand in the face of evil and to be God’s voice for the good.

Can we do that alone? Of course not, but if you remember the 1st of Paul’s reminders, we pray unceasingly because God hears and helps us.

III. Can do this because we can trust God who calls us


